
SPOTLIGHT ON IMPROVING DEMPSEY PARK

Activating 
community space 
a HOW-TO 

guide



This “How-To Guide” is designed to help you and your 
local community spark positive transformation within your 
neighborhood’s business district, park, or any public gathering 
space. Successful revitalization efforts begin with in-depth 
knowledge of the area, forward-thinking vision, and the effort 
and teamwork to make it happen. This guide puts you on the 
right path, by teaching you how to gather key observations 
and ask the right questions. Once you get going, it’s all about 
thinking creatively and seeing what new activities or amenities 
could work on your site. Finally, it takes cooperation with 
key community stakeholders to get your projects funded and 
running. 

This guide showcases Dempsey Park, located at the center of 
East Price Hill, Cincinnati, OH. The proposed improvements 
illustrated in this guide seek to bring more activity the park 
and adjacent business district, in turn creating a vibrant 
community gathering space that benenfits the wellbeing of all.

W hat 's  i n  the  Guide?
Activating your community 
space is  as easy as 1 ,  2 ,  3

1 . 	 Understand th e S ite

2 . 	 Envis io n Poss ib il ities

3 . 	 Make it Happen



East Price Hill is a primarily residential neighborhood 
located less than 2 miles west of downtown Cincinnati. 
Well established as a moderate income, and family-
oriented neighborhood, recent developments surrounding 
the incline overlook district have brought in investment 
and new residents. Some of these changes are a result of 
shifting demographics, as young people and empty-nesters 
seek housing closer to downtown and its attractions. Price 
Hill Will (a local community development non-profit), 
along with other community advocates, are hoping to 
build upon this momentum to revitalize their local business 
district. Dempsey park is located right at the center of the 
community, making it the perfect place to bring people 
together and spark activity. The hope is that improvements 
to the area will improve the quality of life for local residents, 
while also attracting more business opportunity and socially 
responsible development.  
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step 01
Understand th e S ite
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what is  your 
community space l ike?

Is  it easily  accessible?

Do you feel safe th ere?

are th ere lots of things to do?

is  it clean and well l it?

does everyo ne feel welcome?

- Poor pedestrian access

- Underused areas

- Disconnected amenities

- Unsafe area         

- High speed car traffic

- Lack of signage or directions

- Lack of events or programming

Uncover the 
challenges.

this can be due to 

lack of lighting or 

spaces hidden from 
sight

these are 
ours.

Dempsey Park 's 
cha llenges



inac ce s sible  Edge s

h il ly  terra ini nac ce ssible  edge s
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Get the 
Community Involved

Swimming Pool

Library

Baseball Field

Businesses
Basketball Court

Rec Center

Garden

Playground

Walking/Biking Trail
Sinage/Directions

Seating

Water Feature

Gathering Plaza

Games

Farmer’s Market

Street Festival

Pop-Up Shops

Pop-up Concerts

What do you LIKE using the most? Rank   1  -  8

What could be added?

What activities would you enjoy?

Rank   1  -  5

Rank   1  -  5

1

2

3Favorite!

Favorite!

Tell Us What YOU Think...

East Price Hill 

>> Share more at a Community Input Session on March 12 th (Contact umbachcp@mail.uc.edu for details) <<

#      

#      

#      

#      

Age

#      

#      

#      

#      

#      

#      

#      

#      

#      

#      

#      

#      

#      

#      

Favorite!

How do you get here?
Walk Bike Bus Car

Bike

What loca ls L IKE about th e area. . .

What th ey want to see next. . . 

Gath er Feedback!

•	 Excitement for the Library’s new expansion 
•	 They love the pool! 
•	 The Rec Center is great for kids to hang out 

•	 A Farmers markets was a favorite  
•	 Everyone wanted more walking paths 
•	 Most were open to adding soccer   

Wa lk around th e S ite

Attend Community Meetings 

Survey (Online & Paper)

Use Images to SHOW 
ideas: they grab attention, 

communicate more, and 
appeal to all audiences, 

especially kids. Paper flyers 
can also be placed on pin 
boards at businesses, 
churches, or parks. 

In PRice Hill, community 

members are willing to roll 

up their sleeves. this shows 

the pride and work ethic 

needed to spark action.

Our Feedback 
from Price H ill



step 02
envis io n poss ib il ities



farmer's  market

PURCELl  ave
Warsaw ave

Pop-up markets are a great option because 
they can be quickly set up on adaptable 
surfaces, such as a parking lot, field or 
street. They can bring the community 

together, support the local economy, and 
encourage wellness. In addition to farmers, 
vendors may also artisans, artists, and food 

trucks. By providing live music and play 
space for kids, a diverse group of visitors is 

invited in. 



Image Source : M. Fischetti. Philadelphia's South Street , Visit Philadepahia, https://www.visitphilly.com/things-to-

do/attractions/south-street/

The Library front lawn was selected to house the pop-
up market because of its highly visible location along 
the Warsaw Ave commercial corridor, in hopes that 

the market will benefit nearby businesses. Also, placing 
vendors along the perimeter allows for seamless 
pedestrian movement, and the center lawn offers 
an insulated play and picnic space for families with 

kids. Lastly, the library's new parking lot will provide 
convenient car access. 

Room for expansion 

with more vendors 

on Purcell Ave

Live music can be 
set up just about 

anywhere

EXAMPLE:
Northside Farmer's Market

Pittsburgh, PA 

20 vendors set up on the grass of a 

local park, Fridays from 3-7 p.m. 

(May to November)

Grass Lawns are 

able to support 

temporary tents 

How it 
works . . .

Warsaw ave



pat hways 
"make new 

co nnectio ns"
Pathways are vital for 

encouraging people to walk and 
bike, both within the site as 
well as to & from the park. 

The proposed pathway network 
works to connect 

amenities within the site 
(e.i .  Library to Rec Center), 
and also al low for leisurely 

walks. 

notice h ow pathways are 

intentio na lly shaped to 

th e h illy  terrain to en-

sure that a ll ramped 

paths are ADA accessible . 

ada accessible!!

Standard pathsramped paths
Artistic
Nature
 paths

boardwalk
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Ramped
pathways 

S tandard
path ways 

`What do your pathways 
connect?

What space and resources 
are available to you?

For Price Hill
We propose: 

- ADA accesible ramps connect-
ing the l ibrary + Rec center.

- Regular pathways l ined with 
trees & seating for leisurely 

walks
- Artsy pathways to engage 

community creativity

a rtsy
pathways 

Sometimes they connect two 
places. Sometimes they me-

ander for leisurely walks. And 
sometimes they can become vi-

brant spaces on their own!



g reening 
&  s eating
pl a n

Seating and l ighting are 
placed along the pathways to 
provide a sense of safety and 

encourage people to stay a 
while, 

enjoy nature and perhaps so-
cial ize with neighbors. 

Grow trees and 
landscape your 

community areas!

Benefits of Trees
- shade
- beautiful and calming
- stormwater managment
- prevents soi l erosion

Create pockets of 
seating areas!

Seating in the right loca-
tion can boost how well a 
space is used. Place your 

seating along shaded paths 
with plenty of l ighting and 
watch as more people enjoy 

the space ! 



ope n  space s

mini- soccer goals can 

be wheeled in and out 

of field. No big in-

vestment required!

Look for Adaptable 
& Flexible solutions!

Underutil ized open fields can be 
improved by making the space 

adaptable for multiple activities. 
For Dempsey Park, the underused 
baseball field could also house a 
mini soccer field, which could ap-
peal more to Latin American im-
migrants l iving in the neighbor-

hood. 

TEST out your space! for price hill

mini soccer painted play surfaces

-Outdoor movies
-Dog socializing
-Pick-up games
-Outdoor fitness



tailor your solutions

~512' of Boardwalk along a community 
constructed rain garden that acts as a natural 
sink for water and also as a buffer between the 
open park space and other areas. 

Rain gardens are positioned in low-lying flood-
able areas and serve the dual purpose of 

housing stormwater and beautifying a space. 
For Dempsey Park, the infield area is an ideal 
location, if the community agrees to relocate 
baseball to other fields nearby in the future. 

Our peculiar challenge 

is a low-lying baseball 
field that gets soggy and 

unusable.

Our solution is a rain 
garden to help manage 

water drainage and cre-
ate a pleasant space.

u niqu e  problems?
Raised wooden boardwalks let 
people enjoy the rain garden 

even when full of water. 

can be a fun 
community activity

could look and feel 
beautiful !

co nserves water



Hous ing 
D e velopment

> Housing is a great neighbor to parks 

and community spaces because it 

ensures more regular use of the area, 

(I.e. dog walk or morning jog). 

> Development is a revenue generator, 

which can bring in funds for community 

space improvements. 

40 UNITS
PATHWAY COST $35K
INVESTMENT RETURN 6.8% 
Monthly rents start at $850

DESIGN EXAMPLES

2.  Plan 
it Out

Demographic trends are leading more 

young people and empty nesters to live 

in city neighborhoods, creating a need 

for small and affordable apartments. 

For Price Hill, Neighborhood scale 

apartments are proposed on private land 

adjacent to the park. 

Why? 

4 .  Ch oose a Developer

With balconies facing the 

park’s open field, more eyes 

are place on the park, which 

can greatly increase the 

sense of communal safety. 

Public Space Private Residence 

Sloped Path gives 

ADA public access to 

open field from Price 

Ave and businesses 

3.  run th e numbers

1. Is  th ere a need?



Entrances  fo r  Walk ers &  B icyclists
Well-designed entrances serve to 

welcome walkers and bikers into the 
space. This can encourage more walking 

around the neighborhood, which is 
great for nearby businesses.   

Low shurbs acts as natural boundaries for child safety

Painted trash cans shows off local arts with flare

Notice Board informs 
community about events on 

this physical Facebook wall

Direction sign guides guests 

to nearby attractions with 

walking distances 

Large Sloped Curbs 

welcome  wheelchairs 

and bicycles 

Painted Crosswalks keep walkers safe and brightens up the streets 

Wide Pathway invites both bicycles and walkers with attractive brick

Bicycle Racks keep bikes safe and encourage biking around the community

before

Ac ce ss PointMaj or Entrance

PURCELl  ave Price  ave

What 

Works...



P r o p o s e d 
Trees

E x i s t i n g 
Trees

proposed 
mini-soccer 

field
proposed 
housing
development 

proposed
rain garden & boardwalkseating 

cluster

seating clusteraround play Ground

parking

parking

play
Ground

swimming 
pool

basketball court

rec 
center

library

mas ter pl an
Dempsey PArk





step 03
make it happen
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phase your project.

pop up  markets

pat hways +  improvements

Artsy/Nature  Path

pl ay f ields

rain  garden

housing development

entryways

Keep in mind that it’s best to 
start with “Phase 0” pop-up 

events to invite the community 
together, build excitement, and 
attract investment for future 

projects. 

START 
'TODAY

MAKE THE 
INVESTMENT

   COMPLETE 
THE VISION

Low-cost, low risk 
activities that make 
visual impact from 

day one. 

Build infrastructure 
that shows progress. 

Continue to add 
amenities and value 
to the community

Now,  it ’s  time to ch oose 
what happens WHEN!  

X X

X

X

Build One Main Route fill in the gaps

Pop-up Events Add new facilities

Build a Stage

Plant flowers...

Paint crosswalks...

Yarn Bombing...

0 1 2



F I nd  your partners!

KB Propert ies 

C o mmunit y 
Developme nt 

Event 
Programming

Funding

Park 
facil it ie s

city recreation manager

city 

parks manager

ROLE: assist with planning, 

implementing and maintenance 

of new facilities and any physical 

alterations to the park 

ROLE: set up arts-based events 

and programming at Dempsey 

Park; (i.e. crosswalk painting and 

yarn bombing) 

grassroots 

arts group

nonprofit engaging teenagers to 

create public art

corporate 

leader

ROLE: assist in funding with 

community development grants 

philanthropic funder for 

Cincinnati parks 

ROLE: assist with funding for 

major park improvement projects, 

like pathways and rain garden

major funder for 

community arts 

ROLE: provide funding for arts 

programming and pop-up events, 

such as a live music series 

pro soccer club 

ROLE: help fund enhancements 

to the athletic field, specifically 

the addition a mini soccer field   

community development leader

ROLE: quarterback that 

engages community residents and 

coordinates among neighborhood 

and outside stakeholders; Also, 

Price Hill Will could take the lead 

on sparking pop-up events 

local developer

ROLE: develop housing that 

engages the park in a positive 

manner and provide pathway 

access for residents and the 

public  
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sta
rt 

tod
ay!

sundayMOnday T ue sday wedne s day th ursday friday saturday

credit  ou r s elve s .
Yay !

Yoga in the park designated dog park live music series movie nights

farmer’s markets pick-up kickballart outside

You can enjoy events through out th e week!
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